
www.kentreporter.com[6] May  18, 2012

●  L E T T E R S ... Y O U R  O P I N I O N  CO U N T S : To submit an item or photo:  
e-mail submissions@kentreporter.com;  mail attn: Letters, Kent Reporter,  
19426 68th Ave. S., Kent, WA, 98032;  fax 253.437.6016  

●  Q U O T E  O F  N O T E :  “The sandbags were a necessary evil to provide extra protection to the Green River Valley cities during the increased threat of � ooding.
By removing the barriers, users can once again enjoy full access to the trail.”  – King County Councilmember Julia Patterson

O
PI

N
IO

N
K
E
N

T

Letters policy
The Kent Reporter 

welcomes letters to the editor
on any subject. Letters must 
include a name, address and 
daytime phone number for 
verification purposes.

Letters may be edited for 
length. Letters should be 
no more than 250 words in 
length. Submissions may be 
printed both in the paper and 
electronically.

Deadline for letters to be 
considered for publication 
is 2 p.m. Tuesday.

For delivery inquiries 
253.872.6610 or e-mail 

circulation@
kentreporter.com

19426 68th Ave. South 
Kent, WA 98032

A Division of Sound Publishing

Polly Shepherd publisher: 
pshepherd@kentreporter.com  

253.872.6600 ext. 1050

Mark Klaas editor: 
editor@kentreporter.com 
253.872.6600 ext. 27-5050

Sarah Kehoe reporter: 
skehoe@kentreporter.com 

253-872-6600 ext. 5056

Steve Hunter reporter: 
shunter@kentreporter.com 

253-872-6600 ext. 5052

Advertising 253.872.6731
Classi� ed Marketplace 

800.388.2527
Letters letters@kentreporter.com

REPORTER .co
m

K E N T

?Question 
of the week:
“ Was it  a waste 
of money to install 
sandbags along 
the Green River?”

Vote online:
www.kentreporter.com
Last week’s poll 
results:
“Should the cit y 
ban medical 
marijuana 
dispensaries 
and collective 
gardens?”
No:  79%  
Yes: 21%

As a whole, I believe our nation 
is becoming dumber by the minute.

We spend millions of dollars 
a year on warning labels that tell 
us not to inhale moms’s Aqua 
Net Hair Spray, little signs in our 
public restrooms reminding us to 
wash our hands before leaving and 
little printing on silica gel packets 
imploring us not to eat them.

� ese messages are constant 
reminders that some idiot once 

mistook silica 
packets for 
Sweet’N Low, a 
teenage goober 
who wondered 
if he could get 
high by inhal-
ing hairspray, 
and the Taco 

Bell worker who sickened 15 people 
with E. coli.

We need these reminders 

screaming at us every day because 
we fail to educate our children. 
We glom them o�  to teachers and 
Little League coaches, hoping that 
someone will pick up our slack as 
parents. 

� e old saying that it takes a 
village to raise a child is crap con-
centrate. It takes a village to watch 
out for children, but it takes good 
parenting to raise them right. 

I think the majority of the 

problem doesn’t lie with kids. It is 
the fact that so many people have 
no business being parents. To be a 
good parent these days, you have 
to be part prison warden, part CSI 
detective, part father knows best 
and part hard case.

As parents, we have to stop the 
cycle of accepting our children as C 
students. And start helping them to 
strive higher. Find something that 
they have an interest in, besides 
Xbox or texting. O� en kids will 
� nd something they excel at, and 
it will transfer into something else 
they are good at.

Demand more of yourselves, and your children
G U E S T  E D I T O R I A L

[ more GUEST OP page 7 ]

[ more KLAAS page 7 ]

Giving 
someone 
a chance

Trevor does the job with care.
Despite a developmental disability, the 

young man puts in a good’s day work for 
A+ Recycling in Auburn. 

Kind hands gave him a chance and he’s 
thankful for it.

“Trevor does a good job,” said manager 
Steve Breen. “He takes computers apart, 
keeps things clean and in order.”

Breen decided to give Trevor a shot. He 
is one of several students – many from the 
Auburn and Kent school districts – who have 
found work through the support of Trillium 

Employment Services. 
For nearly 30 years, the 
nonpro� t organization 
has helped provide em-
ployment opportunities 
for local individuals with 
developmental disabili-
ties.

Getting a job in 
today’s market is di�  cult 

enough for teens and young adults. Just 
imagine how challenging it must be for the 
disabled. 

Some local businesses are understanding 
and willing to take a chance on someone 
– someone with autism, Down syndrome or 
other disorders.

“We all have our disadvantages, some are 
greater than others,” Breen said. “Somebody 
gave you a chance. Somebody gave me a 
chance.”

Curran Law Firm, Trapper’s Sushi, Cal’s, 
� rive Fitness and Grocery Outlet are 
among those Kent businesses who have hired 
Trillium-supervised workers.

Trillium – in its four-year partnership with 
the Kent School District – has found part- 
and full-time jobs for students who have 
navigated the district’s Transition Opportu-
nity Program (TOP). Students gain life skills 
and become work-ready with the help of the 
school district. 

Like all young adults, these students want 
to work and earn a paycheck. Trillium hopes 
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Be smart, stay safe 
around the water

People enjoying the warm 
weather last weekend � ocked 
to the water. � e large number 
of people enjoying area lakes 
and rivers kept the Sheri� ’s Of-
� ce Marine Unit very busy.

� e Marine Unit responded 
to incidents on Lake Washing-
ton, Lake Sammamish and the 
Green River. 

With more warm weather 
and summer around the cor-
ner, the Sheri�  would like to 
remind people of the impor-
tance of personal � otation 
devices – life jackets.

A properly � tted life jacket 
should be warn at all times 
when in and around our lakes 
and rivers. In many cases, life 
jackets save lives.

Unfortunately, this wasn’t 
the case on the Green River 
this weekend where Drew 
Neilson was killed. 

Mr. Neilson was properly 
equipped and his tragic death 

occurred despite the fact that 
he was wearing a personal 
� otation device. 

Flotation devices are like 
seatbelts. � ey o� en help you 
survive the unexpected, but 
unfortunately there are no 
guarantees.

As King County Sheri�  Steve 
Strachan said: “Make sure 

that you and your children 
are wearing life jackets while 
enjoying King County waters.”

Please enjoy responsible 
recreation on the water this 
summer. Stay sensible, safe and 
sober.
– King County Sheri� ’s O�  ce 

Put the sand 
to good use

Regarding the removal of the 
sandbags, I’m sure someone 
must have thought of this, but 
why not collect all of the sand 
from the sandbags and put in 
an open area in Kent to use for 
sanding the roads when the 
snow and ice hit?  

Use some city employees 
or part-time workers for the 
summer – or once again, the 
inmates at the regional justice 
system or a combination of all 
three. 

I believe the sand could be 
put to really good use.
– Helen Fabie
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We need these reminders 

screaming at us every day because 
we fail to educate our children. 
We glom them o�  to teachers and 
Little League coaches, hoping that 
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parents. 

� e old saying that it takes a 
village to raise a child is crap con-
centrate. It takes a village to watch 
out for children, but it takes good 
parenting to raise them right. 

I think the majority of the 

problem doesn’t lie with kids. It is 
the fact that so many people have 
no business being parents. To be a 
good parent these days, you have 
to be part prison warden, part CSI 
detective, part father knows best 
and part hard case.

As parents, we have to stop the 
cycle of accepting our children as C 
students. And start helping them to 
strive higher. Find something that 
they have an interest in, besides 
Xbox or texting. O� en kids will 
� nd something they excel at, and 
it will transfer into something else 
they are good at.

Demand more of yourselves, and your children
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...obituaries

Place a paid obituary  to honor 
those  who have passed away, 

call Linda at  253.234.3506 
paidobits@reporternewspapers.com

James Richard Nelson
Jim born December 27, 1936 in Minot, 

North Dakota, died May 9, 2012 in Kent. 
Jim is survived by his wife, Marianne, sons, 

Brent (Becky), Marc (Karen), Erik; grandsons, 
Brent, Anthony. Also survived by sister, Betty 
(Ted) Coates.   

A “Celebration of Life” Saturday, May 26, 
Pantera Lago Community Club 2:00 pm.  

626292

Frank Kisch
Frank Kisch, age 88, a loving husband and dedicated father and 

grandfather, passed away on May 9, 2012. He was born January 11, 
1924 to Frank and Laura Kisch in Rainier, OR.

He worked for 45 years as a machinist. His family meant every-
thing to him. He enjoyed an active lifestyle and was well loved by 
friends and family. His favorite activities included hiking, skating, 
skiing, camping and travelling. He and his wife Beverly, of 62 years 
were avid square dancers for over 30 years. They travelled extensively 
around the world.

He is survived by Ken (Linda), Robert (Shelley), Janice and four 
granddaughters. He is pre-deceased by his son Frankie.

Memorial services were held Thursday May 17 at 2:30 pm at  
Wesley Terrace Auditorium at 816 S. 216th Des Moines, WA 
98198. Remembrances may be made to Wesley Homes Circle of 

Concern Fund.
625316

Mary Norgaard Smith
Mary Norgaard Smith passed away on May 5, 2012 at 97 years 

of age in Kent, WA. She was born in Bowbells, North Dakota the 
daughter of Jens and Margaret Norgaard. Raised on a farm with 
her brothers and sisters, she attended teachers college and taught 
school for a short period. Mary moved to California where she 
met her husband. When Luke was in the Army during WW II she 
moved to Seattle. She worked for Sears for a number of years.

She was preceded in death by her husband Lucien Smith. Mary 
leaves several nieces, nephews and friends who loved her very 
much. 

Graveside services will be on May 25, 2012 at the Hillcrest Buri-
al Park, 1005 Reiten Road, Kent at 10:30 A. M. Memorials may 
be made to Providence Hospice of Seattle, 425 Pontius Ave. N., 

Seattle WA 98109.
624975

Karen Mary (Cosgrove) Portmann

Karen Mary (Cosgrove) Portmann 
of Kent, Washington passed away from 
multiple myeloma on May 6, 2012. She 
was 65.

Karen was born on July 5, 1946 in 
Attleboro, Massachusetts to James and 
Edith Cosgrove. The family moved to 
Renton, Washington when she was 5. 
Karen graduated from Renton High 
School in 1964 and married William 
Portmann the following November.

Karen and Bill moved to Kent in 1967 and raised three children. 
Annual family road trips included destinations like Disneyland,  
Yellowstone, and the family favorite Cannon Beach, Oregon. Karen 
continually encouraged her kids to be independent and creative. 
After working for 10 years as a sales representative at Calavo, Karen 
retired and she and Bill traveled extensively to places including  
Australia, Washington DC, Arizona, New York City, Hawaii, and 
Europe. From 2001 to 2011, Karen found time between excursions 
to work her “dream job” as a seating host at Safeco Field.

She was an avid baseball fan, and many of her strongest 
relationships were with energetic Mariner fans and other Safeco 
employees. Karen’s love for adventure continued when she spent 
time with her six grandchildren, which included trips to the 
aquarium, science center, zoo, and various theme parks.

Karen is survived by her loving husband Bill; children Marcia 
(Guy), Rob (Kelly), and Dan (Jonelle); grandchildren Krystian, Ian, 
Ben, Ethan, Harper and Arden; sister Marcia and brother Steve.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma society. http//www.lls.org

625889

to find the right fit for 
some 20 candidates this 
spring.

Businesses hit with 
layoffs often find cost-
saving hirings through 
Trillium. That the 
students aren’t likely to 
move away for college 
or other career pathways 
appeals to some busi-
nesses struggling with 
turnover at entry-level 
positions.

Still, some businesses 
aren’t to go that far.

“We find that niche 
… and that keeps us 
pretty competitive,” said 
Karen Williams, Trillium 
program development 
director. “But the real-
ity is these students are 
competing with other 
young adults for jobs. 
They may not have as 
much work history, and 
businesses may be ap-

prehensive … or nervous 
… and that’s the support 
that we provide.”

At no cost to the busi-
ness, Trillium supplies 
onsite job coaching and 
helps train workers so 
they become indepen-
dent and self-sufficient.

“We try to engage 
many businesses that 
haven’t considered that 
they could benefit from 
one of these young 
adults as an employee,” 
Williams said. “We 
encourage businesses to 
employ them. 

“These young adults 
are eager to start a career 
in the community where 
they live, shop and play.”

Breen, for one, is 
willing to do his part 
and give someone an 
opportunity.

“Trillium is a good 
outfit,” he said, “and 
Trevor is a good worker.”
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“Faceli� dentures changed my life.”“Faceli� dentures changed my life.”“Faceli� dentures changed my life.”“Faceli� dentures changed my life.”“Faceli� dentures changed my life.”

Join the "FLD" phenomenon!

7100 Fort Dent Way · Suite 270
Tukwila, WA 98188

206.745.4852

DrTimmerman.com

Dr. Lance Timmerman
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New Beginnings
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8:00am & 11:00am
www.thenbcf.org
19300 108th Ave. SE

Renton, WA 98057 6
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To advertise
your services,

 call Kathy Dalseg 
253-872-6731

or email kdalseg@ 
kentreporter.com

253-661-1444 • 3200 SW Dash Point Road • centerstagetheatre.com

Fridays through Sundays 
until May 27

Tickets 
Available Now!

In school I was not 
particularly good in math. 
I could do the basics, and 
even a little algebra. But 
my strength laid in English 
and history. I was on the 
speech team in high school, 

and that helped me climb 
further out of my shell.

If we continue to dumb 
down our nation and accept 
that watching some guy get 
repeatedly hit in the groin 
with a football is good 
entertainment, the rest of 
the world will no longer 

wonder what became of our 
great nation. It will only 
have to tune in every week 
to the Oxygen Channel to 
watch the “Bad Girls Club”.

We need to stop encour-
aging our children to read, 
but to question what they 
read. Encourage your kids 

to find something to excel 
at. If your kid busts his 
hump and a C was the best 
he could accomplish, that’s 
OK.

Just remind him or her 
that just being an average 
student isn’t OK.

[ GUEST OP from page 6 ] 

[ KLAAS from page 6 ] 
Kent man, woman 
to receive free 
wheelchair ramps

Volunteers from the Mas-
ter Builders Association of 
King and Snohomish coun-
ties will build 15 free wheel-
chair ramps for low-income 
disabled homeowners on 
Saturday, part of its 19th an-
nual Rampathon event.

Crews will assemble a 
new ramp for Kent’s Steven 
Wangsness, who has been 
wheelchair bound for five 
years. Rob VanHouten, of 
Powell Custom Homes and 
Renovations, will serve as 
ramp captain.

Led by ramp captain 
Kris Quigley, a crew will 
build a new ramp for Kent’s 
Alicia Hernandez, a double 
amputee.

Teams from the Master 
Builders Association have 
constructed 320 wheelchair 

ramps since 1993.
“Builder captains will lead 

their teams in constructing 
access ramps giving recipi-
ents the ability to get in and 
out of their homes with 
greater ease and flexibility,” 
said Art Castilleja, 2012 
Rampathon chairman. “For 
many of them, it will be the 
first time in years they have 
not had to rely on family or 
friends just to get in and out 
of their homes.” 

Each ramp represents a 
unique challenge for the team 
as they adapt design and 
construction to the existing 
landscape and the recipient’s 
needs, Castilleja said.

The Master Builders Care 
Foundation is the philan-
thropic nonprofit arm of the 
Master Builders Association 
of King and Snohomish 
counties. Founded in 1909, 
the Master Builders is a 
trade association comprised 
of nearly 3,000 companies.


